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COMMON COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
February 15, 2022 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:43 PM by Councilman-at-Large Damico followed 

by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

    

 Present: Councilwoman Luczkowiak, Councilmen Bamonto, Councilwoman Nichols and 

Councilman-at-Large Damico.  

 

 Excused: Councilman Stoyle 

 

Also, present: Mayor Rosas, City Attorney Morrisroe, City Treasurer Woods, City 

Assessor Munson, City Clerk, Director of Public Works Woodbury, Deputy Director of Public 

Works Przybycien, Fiscal Affairs Officer Beach, Building and Zoning Inspector Gustafson, 

Personnel Administrator Heyden, Director of Development DeJoy, Fire Chief Edwards and 

Police Captain Witkowski.    

 

Certification of the Tuesday, February 1, 2022 Regular Common Council Meeting was 

read by City Clerk Ramos. 

  

RESOLVED:  That the reading of the Tuesday, February 1, 2022 Regular Common 

Council Meeting be dispensed with. 

 

Councilwoman Nichols made a motion to dispense with the minutes. Seconded by 

Councilwoman Luczkowiak. 

 

 Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

  

Ned Divine of 618 Main Street spoke in favor of Resolution 23-2022 on expending some 

ARPA funds for a feasibility study for the possibility of bring in an Amtrak. “This is a very small 

portion of the ARPA money. It’s $20,000.” “I just wish everybody was there for the presentation 

that the Economic Development Committee had.” “Had you been there I think all would say that 

this is really a good way to spend some ARPA money.” “It’s examining the interest; it’s making 

sure that this would be a positive thing for the city.” There was a large group of people at that 

meeting, businesses have expressed an interest, the college made a presentation, it was definitely 

a share concept. “I’m really hoping people see the way clear to expend what would amount to 7% 

of what was spent on a well-needed salary enhancement package out of the ARPA funds.” 

 

Marie Tomlinson of Newton Street in Fredonia advised many years ago Roy Davis and a 

small committee tried to bring a train station to Dunkirk, she made a brochure at that time that of 

the Lakeshore Limited and showed how the city of Dunkirk could literally be put on the Amtrak 

map. Coach USA bus route has four buses that run from Buffalo to Jamestown every day, that 

would mean people in Jamestown could come to Dunkirk to get on the train. The study that was 

done years ago estimated there would be 10,000 riders a year. There is another train that is being 

proposed to run between Cleveland and Albany, that train would run three times a day. “A lot of 

money is going into infrastructure and we have a really good opportunity to have a station here. I 

hope this city will invest this $20,000…”.  Ms. Tomlinson concluded her message with the story 
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of SUNY Fredonia. When Old Main (the original school) was being built back in the 1860’s there 

was a competition to see where the school would go. The winning location would have to build 

the building at their own expense. The money to build the school had to be made locally, but look 

at the benefit it’s been to Fredonia to have the school there. “So yes, this is an investment, but it 

will benefit you.”                                      

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR INCLUDING DISAPPROVAL MESSAGES: 

 

Mayor Rosas advised he had nothing for today. 

 

 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC AND PETITIONS: 

 

 1.Notice of Claim from James O’Connell for damages done to home structure, roof and 

porch when a tree that allegedly belongs to the city fell on the house. 

 

Councilman-at-Large Damico advised a motion was needed to refer to the appropriate 

departments. 

 

Councilwoman Nichols so moved.  Seconded by Councilman Bamonto.  

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

2. Request from Kory Ahlstrom on behalf of FURY    Softball to use Promenschenkel 

Stadium the weekend of August 5-7, 2022 for a 14U girls softball event that will consist of 12-16 

teams from Rochester to Erie, PA. 

 

Councilman Bamonto advised this tournament is going to bring a lot of out of town people 

into our community for the three-day event, the tournament is using three fields down by Wright 

Park, the hope is the families that are coming will stay in hotels, stay for the weekend, and visit our 

Harbor Front and beaches. The Development Department is putting together a welcome package so 

they know what we have available. 

 

Councilwoman Nichols advised if it was feasible maybe the city could put up a Welcome 

banner considering the number of people coming. 

 

Councilman-at-Large Damico advised a motion was needed to refer to the appropriate 

departments as well as approve subject to appropriate insurances and usual conditions.  

 

Councilman Bamonto so moved. Seconded by Councilwoman Nichols. 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  

 

Councilwoman Luczkowiak advised as the Chairperson for the Economic Development 

Committee she requests council to vote yes to Resolution 23-2022 regarding using stimulus funds 

for a feasibility study towards an Amtrak Station. Our city has such potential that will be realized 

with time, we want to seize this opportunity while we have the backing and or help from the 
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Senate, SUNY Fredonia, Immunity Bio, we found out that Amtrak builds stations, they fund the 

first two years of operational costs and NYS has a fund  that if there is any shortfall they will pay 

the cost of the shortfall. Councilwoman Luczkowiak also advised first ward residents that she is 

in the process of making a list of pot holes for DPW to address come this spring and that they can 

call her at 716-467-5145 if they are aware of pot holes in the first ward that need to be addressed.       

 

Councilman Bamonto requested an update from Building and Zoning Inspector 

Gustafson on the house on the 300 block of Eagle Street and advised the city still has a recreation 

center at the Dunkirk Fairground even though there hasn’t been much talk about it, it has been 

open since November December with full programming, youth soccer, adult baseball, it will 

remain open until April 24th, anyone who wants to utilize the building can call the Recreation 

Department. Lastly Councilman Bamonto thanked DPW Director Woodbury for helping a 

resident up near the Point.    

 

Building and Zoning Inspector Gustafson advised the owner of house on Eagle Street is 

cleaning up the place, has removed two unlicensed vehicles from the place as well as some other 

miscellaneous items and is making progress removing the debris.          

 

 Councilwoman Nichols advised the Recreation Center can be rented out and used for 

birthday parties, residents just have to call the Recreation Department at 366-9885 for 

availability, inquired from DPW Director Woodbury if he has reached out to the contractors 

working on 6th Street regarding the hazardous condition they leave the sides of the road when 

they don’t level off the side of the street after working on it, residents are concerned in that area 

because they are worried they are going to damage their vehicles with the unlevel road as well as 

plows, inquired from Building & Zoning Inspector  Gustafson when the old dry cleaners – shoe 

repair - bike shop on Main Street would be coming down, inquired if all the trees on the tree list 

of those that have to come down if the trees have been addressed, inquired from the Mayor if he 

had any insight on the rumor of a meat market in the old P&G Building and requested an update 

on the building on the corner of Washington  Avenue and Lake Shore Drive. 

 

 DPW Director Woodbury advised he and DPW Deputy Director will work with the 

contractor of the 6th Street project area to see that it’s leveled every day, that the contractor 

decided to proceed with that project through the winter to finish getting good water service to all 

that area and quality fire protection to  the area that didn’t have before, there is some trenching 

being done on Roosevelt Avenue over to Taft and also on 6th Street that will go all the way to 

Brigham Road. 

 

 DPW Deputy Director Przybycien advised the Streets Department and Water Department 

were working on patching the unlevel road today,   

 

 Building Inspector Gustafson advised the old dry cleaners building would be coming 

down within a month by March 15th. 

 

 Mayor Rosas advised the old P&G Building is privately owned, a meat market is an idea 

the owner wants to pursue, but there is no update at this point. 

 

 Development Director DeJoy advised the building on the corner of Washington Avenue 

and Lake Shore Drive has a million dollar Restore New York Grant that was awarded to the city, 

it’s been a long time in the development process, we requested from the State to extend that grant 

because the project hasn’t gone forward, the owner and developer are looking to team up with a 
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very large WNY developer that’s more adept to adaptive reuse projects, so that will hopefully 

happen this year. The process is further along, it’s been a long time. 

 

 Councilman-at-Large Damico advised with the thaw in weather coming tomorrow and 

this week could DPW make a couple of passes around the city to collect the Christmas trees that 

got buried under the snow.  

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

 

None.  
 

 

 PRE-FILED RESOLUTIONS: 

  
 

RESOLUTION #20-2022 

February 15, 2022 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS NICHOLS, STOYLE, LUCZKOWIAK & BAMONTO  

 

 

AUTHORIZING SALE OF STEGELSKE ROAD PROPERTY 

 

 

 WHEREAS, Atwater Capital, LLC with offices located at 6181 Hollow Lane, 

Delray Beach, Florida 33484, has agreed to purchase the property located on 

Stegelske Road contained the pumphouse and water tank as further describe by 

Schedule A annexed; and,   

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk’s administration and the Common Council 

have previously authorized the purchase of said lands; now    

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor Rosas, be and hereby is 

authorized and directed to execute any and all documentation required to 

complete the sale of said real property and in general do all things necessary to 

consummate such transfer.    

 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

Councilwoman Nichols requested City Attorney Morrisroe explain what 

Resolution 20-2022 is about. 

 

City Attorney Morrisroe advised over a year ago there was a fire at the Stegelske 

Avenue pump station which was a unique project where the city was providing fire 

protection for two major warehouses in the mid-80’s. After the fire the engineers and 

DPW Director Woodbury looked at it and noted the station was dated and equipment 
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needed upgraded, so to move forwarded the two owners of the warehouses got together 

and applied to CCID for funds to purchase and upgrade not only the station but some of 

the property the they currently own and loop that into it. That money has been approved 

and the sale of the properties will move forward later this week. So, we need 

authorization for Mayor Rosas to sign the closing. And then that property will go on the 

tax roll. 

 

Vote on Resolution: 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 
 

 

RESOLUTION #21-2022 

February 15, 2022 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS BAMONTO; LUCZKOWIAK; STOYLE & NICHOLS 

 

 

ARPA STIMULUS FUNDS USE ALLOCATIONS 

 

 

 WHEREAS, Congress passed the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 

(“ARPA”) which provides funds to states, counties and municipalities to use for 

certain eligible uses and expenses; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk’s administration and the Common Council 

have identified several uses eligible under ARPA regulations, and have approved 

them; and 

 

 WHEREAS, per mutual consent the funds shall be utilized in the following 

manor:  

 

 

Amount  Use  

$321,410  Safe 25 Center Console Fire Rescue Boat  

   

 

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council approves the allocation of 

ARPA stimulus funds as outlined above.  

         

 

Councilman-at-Large Damico requested Fire Chief Edwards give a brief summary 

regarding this resolution. 

 

Fire Chief Edwards advised this boat will be a replacement for the current fire 

boat which the city acquired over fifteen years ago as a surplus from the Coast Guard. 
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The new boot a 27-foot safe boat. Safe Boat is a company that is the primary 

manufacturer for the Coast Guard, Boarder Patrol, Homeland Security and many police 

and fire services around the world. This will provide us with a safe reliable adaptive boat 

for our rescue team. It will give us capabilities beyond what we have now. We will have 

fire suppression capabilities on the water. We don’t have that with our current boat. With 

the money that’s available now, we can get something we’ve been working on for several 

years trying to find funding. This gives us the opportunity we’ve been looking for to 

replace the old boat. We’re hoping for this to arrive sometime this summer. It depends on 

the estimate time for the parts to arrive in order for the manufacturer to build it.  

 

Vote on Resolution: 

 

Carried, all voting aye. 

   

 
RESOLUTION #22-2022 

February 15, 2022 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS NICHOLS, STOYLE, BAMONTO & LUCZKOWIAK 

 

 AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF ONE (1) VACALL 

 FOR DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS  

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk Department of Public Works is in need of one 

(1) new Vacall for use by the Department of Public Works; and 

 

 WHEREAS, one (1) suitable Vacall is available for purchase through New York 

State Contract PC68449 Award 22792; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the cost of this piece of equipment is Four Hundred Twenty-Five 

Thousand Dollars ($425,000.00); and whereas it is  

 

 RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized and empowered to execute a 

purchase agreement, on behalf of the City of Dunkirk, with Guthrie Sales & Service, 

6276 Clinton Street, Bergen New York 14416, for the purchase of one (1) Vacall, at a 

cost of Four Hundred Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($425,000.00); funding to come 

from possible shared service grant and/or APRA Stimulus funds. 

 

 

Carried, all voting aye.               

 

 

 
RESOLUTION #23-2022 

February 15, 2022 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS LUCZKOWIAK & BAMONTO  
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ARPA STIMULUS FUNDS USE ALLOCATIONS: 

MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION HUB FEASIBILITY STUDY 

 

 

 WHEREAS, Congress passed the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 

(“ARPA”) which provides funds to states, counties and municipalities to use for 

certain eligible uses and expenses; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk’s administration and the Common Council 

have identified several uses eligible under ARPA regulations, and have approved 

them; and 

 

 WHEREAS, with the increased federal infrastructure and Amtrak funding 

that has been approved by Congress and the President, there is an opportunity for 

a new passenger rail stop in Dunkirk; and  

 

 WHEREAS, with the collaboration and support of SUNY Fredonia, such an 

opportunity also increases the potential student pool from across the state of New 

York, Erie, Pennsylvania and Cleveland, Ohio, among other locations; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the concept would increase potential commercial traffic and 

tourism for the City of Dunkirk central business corridor; and has strong support 

from Senator Chuck Schumer; and 

 

 WHEREAS, to initiate the process, a feasibility study is needed, and Stone 

Consulting Inc., 324 Pennsylvania West, Warren, Pennsylvania, is ready willing and 

able to do such a study; and 

 

 WHEREAS, professional services are exempt from the bidding process 

under NYS General Municipal Law Section 103 and the City of Dunkirk 

Procurement Policy; and 

 

 WHEREAS, per mutual consent the funds shall be utilized in the following 

manor:  

 

Amount  Use  

$20,000  Stone Consulting Inc. 

   

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council approves the allocation of 

ARPA stimulus funds as outlined above.  

 

 

Development Director DeJoy advised this project has been basically community 

driven by railroad enthusiasts that have wanted to see a Amtrak stop here for years, in the 
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last year SUNY Fredonia approached the Mayor to form a collaboration to investigate 

whether we can convince Amtrak to incorporate a stop here in Dunkirk for the Lakeshore 

Limited, it would be beneficial to the college and local businesses, ImmunityBio 

expressed a strong support for the project and their CEO is willing to provide a letter of 

support, Senator Chuck Schumer has volunteered to help spearhead this campaign to 

Amtrak, this feasibility study would be a consultive study working directly with those 

principles of the railroads NYS Department of Transportation that will propose station 

sites and configuration. Without the study the City of Dunkirk will likely never be 

considered. This is the opportune time with infra structure funds out there and especially 

with the sixty-six billion dollars that has been granted to Amtrak. We propose to hire this 

consultant that specializes in railroad type activities and hopefully we can convince 

Amtrak, CSX and the NYS Department of Transportation that Dunkirk is worthy of 

having a train stop.  

 

Development Director DeJoy advised the feasibility study that was done in 2001 

basically studied a building to see if it was suitable for an Amtrak station. The existing 

CSX terminal at 3rd Street and Main Street was found to have significant structural issues 

twenty years ago and there were issues with a location of where to place a platform that 

would be level to the tracks. The CSX terminal does not meet Amtrak standards. If this 

new feasibility study is found to be feasible this will give us the opportunity to apply for 

additional grant funds. 

 

Councilwoman Nichols advised twenty thousand dollars is a lot of money to pay 

out for a study and she just wants to make sure the money just locks us into a feasibility 

study and nothing more. 

 

Councilman-at-Large Damico advised, …I still think it’s a lot of money for so 

many “Ifs” to move forward, “I hope you’re all right.”, we’ll see where it goes.  

 

Councilman Bamonto inquired from Mayor Rosas if he had anything to add to 

Development Director Dejoy’s comments. 

 

Mayor Rosas advised, “The only thing I’ll add is what I’ve already stated at the 

workshop, that this is a regional impact. If we are successful and again there’s an “If” in 

there, we know for sure that if we don’t do this that we will not be successful in bringing 

that train station here. But I can also tell you that this is a very competitive process. 

Westfield is also competing for this and so I think that we should understand the regional 

impact that it will have and how the city will benefit. I don’t think we as a team have 

actually proposed to you all the benefits, but there are numerous ways the city benefits. 

Number one, as the lady that spoke earlier mentioned, you are going to have more 

pedestrian traffic coming through here. You are going to have people coming through. 

There is going to be other partners that are going to come on board. This is the thing we 

are trying to do. The twenty thousand is seed money. It is not something where it ends. 

This is where it starts. We are going to show that we are seriously interested in bringing 

in this train station here. An Amtrak stop here in the City of Dunkirk. If we are able to do 

that then it will be tough for other communities to compete with that. In addition to that 



 February 15, 2022  61 

we are looking to combine our efforts with other partners including ImmunityBio, SUNY 

Fredonia, JCC and others. So, this is a bigger project. The County is definitely involved 

and definitely supports it. They have been at the table with us, our Development team is 

working with the County on this. And so, I believe the support of Senator Schumer that 

this is a very real possibility that the city can actually bring in.” 

 

Vote on Resolution: 

 

Carried, all voting aye.    

 

 
RESOLUTION #24-2022 

February 15, 2022 

 

 

BY:  COUNCILMEMBERS NICHOLS & STOYLE  

 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF BOARDWALK LEASE  

FOR NEW TENANT MIRNA ZANETTI, D/B/A SHORTY’S ON THE PIER 

 

WHEREAS, Ramos Tacos and More, a Latino food restaurant 

currently located at the City of Dunkirk’s Boardwalk, has changed hands; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the business will continue to operate as a restaurant 

specializing in Latino fare; and 

 

WHEREAS, this use will continue to complement the existing board 

walk tenant businesses; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mirna Zanetti, doing business as Shorty’s on the Pier, has 

come to terms with the City on a new lease, attached here for Council 

review, and has paid security deposit, first, and last month’s rent, held in 

abeyance pending Council approval; now, therefore be it 

 

RESOLVED, that the City Council authorizes the Mayor to execute this 

lease on behalf of the City, and welcome the new tenant to Dunkirk’s 

Boardwalk. 

 

 

 

Carried, all voting aye.               
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RESOLUTION #25-2022 

February 15, 2022 

 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS LUCZKOWIAK, BAMONTO, STOYLE & NICHOLS 

 

 

AUTHORIZING A PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING COMMUNITY  

DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT -COVID -19 RESPONSE  

 

 RESOLVED, that the Dunkirk City Council hereby schedules a public 

hearing to be held on March 1, 2022 at 5:15 p.m. in Council Chambers, with 

the purpose being to provide information to the public regarding the 

Community Development Block Grant COVID-19 Response (CDBG-CV) 

program and to consider citizen comments regarding the City’s proposal to 

submit a CDBG application to the NYS Office of Community Renewal to 

provide funds to support small businesses to prevent, prepare for, and 

respond to COVID-19, as well as to improve air quality in public facilities, 

and at least seven (7) days’ notice shall be given by posting thereof on the 

City’s website and by publishing such notice at least one (1) time in the 

official newspaper of the City as provided by law. 

 

 

Carried, all voting aye.      

 

Councilwoman Luczkowiak inquired from Development Director DeJoy if these 

funds specific, why he chose what to use for these funds and why air quality in public 

facilities versus antiquated pipes, etc.   

 

Development Director DeJoy advised, “So, basically this funding opportunity was 

made aware to our department within the last two weeks by a consultant that has worked 

with the city and works very closely with the Chautauqua County Planning and Industrial 

Development Agency, the Harrison Studio out of Lockport. And basically, they would be 

the consultants helping us to put together this application. And one of the eligible uses is 

to assist small businesses with twenty-five or fewer employees.” We’re trying to put a 

framework for a program, based on guidelines, that could assist businesses that have been 

negatively affected by COVID. So, we’re looking at a program up to sixty thousand per 

business at one hundred percent grant without any match. We’re also looking to address 

air quality and public facilities. “I’ve been working with…” DPW and one of the 

potential uses is to purchase an emergency generator. “… I believe that has already been 

approved using ARPA funds but if we can find another source and reserve some of those 

funds for other bigger projects as were evidenced today here at this meeting, that would 
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be fabulous.” We’re also looking at the Senior Center to see if there is some type of 

project that would be eligible to fit in this program.  

 

Councilwoman Nichols inquired if there would be any agency or committee to 

make sure the businesses do what they state they will be doing with the money because 

there were issues the last time money was given out with places that got funding that did 

not meet the guidelines, no one checked on them and that is a concern, “…you just hate 

to see when something like this is available that it would be abused.” 

 

Development Director DeJoy advised, “I’m not aware of those specific 

businesses…”, “I don’t recall if there were any uses that could be considered ineligible or 

not appropriate.”, “…there’s also funding for administrator and program delivery…” so 

basically, we would have our consultant run as much of it as they can and have some 

local monitoring as part of the program.     

 

Mayor Rosas advised, “I just want to publicly respond to comments made by the 

councilwoman that there was no oversight. I wholeheartedly disagree with that. I’m 

unaware of any issues where any awardees were not in compliance. If there are any issues 

then I would be made aware of those.”  

 

Vote on Resolution 25-2022: 

 

Carried, all voting aye.    

 

Councilman-at-Large Damico advised a Public Hearing would be held on March 

1, 2022 at 5:15 in council chambers for this resolution.  

    

 
NEW BUSINESS:  

 
WALK-IN RESOLUTION #26-2022 

February 15, 2022 

 

BY: COUNCILMEMBERS BAMONTO; NICHOLS & LUCZKOWIAK 

 

 

ARPA STIMULUS FUNDS USE ALLOCATIONS 

 

 

 WHEREAS, Congress passed the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 

(“ARPA”) which provides funds to states, counties and municipalities to use for 

certain eligible uses and expenses; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Dunkirk’s administration and the Common Council 

have identified several uses eligible under ARPA regulations, and have approved 

them; and 

 



 February 15, 2022  64 

 WHEREAS, per mutual consent, said funds shall be utilized in the following 

manor:  

 

Amount  Use  

$134,170.00  Additional Citywide Cameras 

$41,232.00  Scanning/indexing of City’s Archived Vital Statistic 

Records  

$43,300.00  Lawnmowers   

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council approves the allocation of 

ARPA stimulus funds as outlined above.  

 

 
City Clerk Ramos read Walk-On Resolution 26-2022 in its entirety.  

 

Vote on resolution: 

 

Carried, all voting aye.  

 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Councilwoman Nichols moved to adjourn. Seconded by Councilman Bamonto. 

  

Carried, all voting aye. 

 

 

Adjourned at 6:24 PM                                                          Edwin C. Ramos, City Clerk                   


